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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1, 9 and 17 as follows: 

L (CUKElElSriLY AMENDED) A coxi^uter-implemented sysrem of developing multi-tier 
business applications, comprising: 

an Integrated Development Environmem: (DDE), executed by a computer, for creating and 
maintaining a multi-Tier business application on a multiple tier computer nerwoik, 'wherein the IDE 
includes a Topological Multi-Tier Business Application Composer that is used by a developer ro 
graphically dcgign, dowlop, mguntain, build, t e st, debug, and deploy c r^at^ md ynaintain the multi- 
tier business application, the Composer includes a -window and a palette, the palette contains 
graphical constructs representing tiers and con^onents of the tiers that are used to design, develop^ 
ffwiim^ m^ huHd, ter.t, debug, and d e ploy create and maintain a graphical representation of the mukh 
tier business application in the "window, and 'vrfien creating the multi-tier business application, the 
developer decides on a nunober of tiers, idenrififis workstations and servers within each of the tiers, 
and defines processing performed by each tier and its components. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The sj^tem of claim 1, whereb the icons are dragged from the palette onto 
the window, and thereafter connected togetiier, in a topological structure for the multi-tier business 
application. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, wherein the corr^ionenis are selected from a group 
comprising workstations, servers, application files, connections, data paths, user-defined processes, 
and other iiser-defined elements. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, wherein the Composer is used to perform one or 
more actions selected from a group comprisii^ 

creating the tiers involved in the nrulti-tifir business application; 
specifyir^ the components of each of the tiers; and 

specifying properties that identify each of the tiers and the components of the tiers. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, -wiierein the IDE fuirher comprises a Meta-model 
that captures information entered via the Composer and that persistently stores the information. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) Hie system of claim 5, wherein the captured infonnarion is selected from a 
group comprising infomiation about tiers, woikstations, servers, application files, connectioiis, data 
paths, xiser-defined prxx:esses, and other user-defined elements. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 5, wherein the Mm-model is updated and kept in 
synchronizatiDn with any updates made to the multi-tier business application via the Composer. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 5, wherein the Meta-model is accessible by other tools, 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A con^ter-implemented mediod for developing multi- 
tier business applications, con5)rJsing: 

creating and tnaintainmg a multi-tier business application on a multiple tier computer 
network using an Integrated Development Environment (LDEy execuced by a computer, wherein 
the IDE includes a Topological Multi-Tier Business Application Composer that is used by a 
developer to c;rnrbiml]j'' H p';i'i 3nj-d p^ Tlnp^ m ni nrnin, hiflrlj rm, H^hi^j f^nplny r^rp unA maintain 
the multi-tier business application, the Composer includes a window and a palette, the palette 
contains graphical constructs representing tiers and components of the tiers that are used to desigiij 
flw A] njv . TTininTn?n j - hiiildj tgLst^ dohugj and deploy create and imintain a graphical Representation of 
the multi-tier business application in the window, and when cieanng the multi-tier business 
applicadon, the developer decides on a number of tiers, identifies workstations and servers within 
each of the tiers, and defines processing performed by each tier and its components. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of ckim 9, wherein the icons are dragged from the palette 
onto the window, and thereafter cormected together, in a topological structure for the mukt-oer 
business application. 

1 1. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 9, wherein the components are sekcted from a 
group comprising workstations, servers, application files, cormecrions, data paths, user-defined 
processes, and other user-defined elements. 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 9, Tsiieieln the Composer is used to perform one or 
more actions selected from a group con:^rising: 

crearing the tiers icrvolved in the multi-tier business application; 
specifying the concqponents of each of the tiers; and 

specifymg properties that identify each of the tiers and the components of the tiers. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 9, wherein the IDE further comprises a Meta-model 
that captures information entered via the Composer and that persisrendy stores the information* 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 13, ^wdiereiu the captured information is selected 
from a group comprising inf oimation about tiers, workstations, servers, application files, 
connections, data paths, user-defined processes, and other user-defined elements. 

15* (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 13, wherein the Meu-model is updated and kept in 
synchionizarion widi anyupdates made to the multi-tier business application via the Gomposer, 

16. (ORIGINAL) The method of daim 13, wherein the Meta-model is accessible by other 

tools. 

17- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An article of manufacture embodying bgic for developing 
multi-tier business applications, the log^ comprising; 

creating and mgintaining a multi-tier business application on a mukiple tier computer 
network using an Integrated Development Environ merit (CDE) executed by a conjurer, "^lerein 
the IDE indudes a Topological Multi-Tier Business Application Composer that is used by a 
devebperto gryp^'^^b^ ^^'^ ' E"; HriwUp - mninrflm^ . htiild, tost, dgbug, and depl oy create and maintain 
the multi-tier business application, the Composer includes a window and a paletce, the paletre 
contains graphical constructs representing tiers and components of the tiers that are used to desi^ 
dnwlnp, mm'nmin^ build, mst, dobug, and deploy create and maintain a graphical representation of 
the multi-tier business application in the window, and vAisu creating the multi-tier business 
application, the developer decides on a number of tiers, identifies workstations and servers within 
each of the tiers, and defines processing performed by each tier and its components. 
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18. (ORIGINAL) The artick of imnufactune of claim 17, wherein the icons are dragged 
from the palette onto the window, and thereafter connected together, m a topological stiwture for 
the multi-tier business appIicatioiL 

19. (ORIGINAL) The amde of manufectuie of claim 17, wherein the con^onents are 
selected from a group comprising woikstations, servers, application files, cormectioiis, data paths, 
user-defined processes, and other user-defined elements. 

20. (ORIGINAL) TTie article of manufacture of claim 17, \rfierein the Composer is used to 
perform one or more actions selected from a group comprising: 

cneatir^ the tiers involved in the multi-tier business application; 
specifying the cony onents of each of the tiers; and 

specifying properties that identify each of the tiers and the components of the tiers. 

2L (ORIGINAL) The arude of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the IDE further 
comprises a Meta-model diat captures information entered via the Composer and that persistently 
stores the information. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The ardcle of manufacture of claim 21, ^wiierein the captured information 
is selected from a group con5)rising information about tiers, workstations, servers, application files, 
cormectlons, data paths, user-defined processes, and other user-defined elements. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of daira 21, wherein the Meta-model is 
updated and kept in synchronization with any updates made to the muM-tier business application via 
the Composer. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The axticle of manufacture of claim 21, wherein the Meta-model is 
accessible by other tools. 
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